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LARGEST CIRCULATION OF ANY CAPITOL HILL PUBLICATION

K STREET INSIDERS

This series of weekly columns by the biggest names on K Street unpacks the most important issues facing the lobbying business and the people in it.

MARTY RUSSO

CASSIDY & ASSOCIATES

ashington woke up Sunday
morning to a front-page sto-
ry of lawmakers and lobby-
ists doing a delicate legal dance
around the edges of the new lobbying
and ethics reform measures passed by
Congress and signed by the president.
The issues of whether a lobbyist can
pay for dinner, host a party or bundle
campaign contributions are mere dis-
tractions from the greater issue of
money in politics. As a member of
Congress for 18 years and now in my
14th year working as a lobbyist, I be-
lieve public financing of our federal
elections is the only way we will ever
shed the “pay to play” perception
Americans have of our electoral, polit-
ical and legislative process.
Unfortunately, lawmakers believe
most Americans would gasp at the
thought of footing the bill for congres-
sional and presidential elections. But
the truth is taxpayers have been pay-
ing for presidential elections since
1976, but that system needs to be up-
dated and expanded to congressional
candidates.
Opponents of public financing argue
the declining number of taxpayers

Two cents

willing to check the box on their tax
returns to fund presidential elections
is proof that Americans don’t support
the idea. The numbers they use are le-
gitimate; the rationale, however, is
not. Participation in the check-off
program has fallen dramatically since
its inception in the Revenue Act of
1971, declining from a high of 28 per-
cent on 1980 returns to 13 percent on
1994 returns to last year when only 10
percent of Americans participated.

But does that really mean that 90
percent of taxpayers, of voters, don’t
support public financing of elections,
or is it more of a misunderstanding
that checking the box increases your
tax bill? A 2006 poll reported by Pub-
lic Citizen that showed almost 75 per-
cent supported a voluntary public fi-
nancing system, including 80 percent
of Democrats and 65 percent of Re-
publicans.

More and more candidates for presi-
dent are opting out of accepting public
fundsbecause they can raise more mon-
ey on their own during the primary,
nomination and general election cycles.
Take a quick look at Federal Election
Commission records and you will find
that after only six months on the cam-
paign trail, candidates for president
have already raised more than $265
million. Some public watchdog groups
are predicting the eventual nominees
will need to raise more than $500 mil-
lion each to compete successfully.

That is anumber Americans should
gasp at — and, astonishingly enough,
one that does not even touch congres-

sional campaigns. Since the mid-
1960s, hundreds of pieces of legislation
have been introduced to tweak our sys-
tem, but only two come to mind that
struck at the very heart of the matter.

Still recovering from the sting of Wa-
tergate, the 95th Congress debated ex-
panding the public financing of presi-
dential elections to include congres-
sional races. In 1977 the Congression-
al Election Financing Act (H.R. 2979)
and Congressional General Election
Campaign Financing Reform Act
(H.R. 2610) attempted to show wis-
dom beyond their time, but had little
support. That kind of bold thinking
and leadership is needed to fix our
broken system.

TODAY’S MOTIVATION BY
LAWMAKERS TO REFORM THE
SYSTEM IS RESPECTABLE, BUT

MISSES THE MARK.

Today’s motivation by lawmakers to
reform the system is respectable and
genuine, but misses the mark as it fails
to look above the weeds of the intrica-
cies of campaign finance laws and ad-
dress the larger issue ... the money. I
am not claiming to have the one an-
swer that solves this overwhelming
problem, but suggest looking at states
like Arizona, Connecticut, Maine, New
Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina
and Vermont. All have successfully en-
acted measures for the public funding

of campaigns for elected offices.

I recognize the transformation to
public financing cannot happen in a
vacuum. Other reform measures are
needed to help make the electoral en-
vironment more conducive and
worthwhile for candidates to take ad-
vantage of the financing. Reducing the
cost of campaigns should be the pri-
mary emphasis of those measures, and
elimination of leadership political ac-
tion committees would be a produc-
tive first step.

The race for campaign money has
been the topic of attention-grabbing
headlines for some time, but more re-
cently those headlines have covered
activities that have shamed some and
sent others to jail. The action by this
Congress on ethics and finance reform
measures have clearly helped restore
the Hill’s credibility with voters, but I
would safely guess lawmakers still
freely admit that too much of their
time is spent on fundraising for their
next election.

The only way to remove the shackles
of the demands of constant fundrais-
ing by lawmakers and the continued
skepticism of voters is to provide sub-
stantial amounts of public funding at
every stage of the process for presi-
dential and congressional elections
along with a thoughtful public educa-
tion campaign.

Russo is the chief executive officer and se-
nior vice chairman of Cassidy & Associates.
He served for 18 years in the House from |lli-
nois's 3rd district.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


